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the Gaza 


Even allowing for a 
exaggeration in the statements made 
refugees, the picture of conditions in 
strip is a pretty grim one. 


Ze The key is undoubtedly the work problem. 
In all four statements in the annex to this 
despatch it is emphasised that work is literally 
unobtainable in Gaza. It is thus inevitable that 
refugees should wish to go to Jordan where odd 
jobs, and even some regular employment, canbe obtained. 
This movement will increase as U. N.R.W.A, Vorks 
Projects get under way in Jordan. In Gaza itself 
there is practically no scope for Works Projects - 
according to the Clapp Report a maximum of about 
2,000 men might be given employment. 


Be The only encouraging feature so far 

is that there are hudeent fons that the sovdes Lyyplon 
authorities are toying with the idea of settling 
some of the refugees in Sinai, particularly along 
the coast - Please see attached draft letter to 

Sir Henry Knight. 
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British Legation, 
Amman 
DESPATCH No.41”~ 


9th May 1950 
$<127/7/50 


Unclassified “cece 


E Go| 


Sir; 


I have the honour to report that relatively 
large numbers of refugees are making their way by night, 
across Israeli territory, from the Gaza area to Hebron. 


Re The enclosed statements taken from some of 
the members of a party of about 150 persons who recently 
made this journey are of interest. The reports about 
the treatment accorded by Egyptian personnel to Palestinians 
which these people circulate in Jordan is having a 
considerable effect on public opinion and has done 
much to popularise the union of Jordan. 


On the other hand, these additions to the 
overwhelming burden of refugees now carried by Jordan 
cannot be regarded as economically desirable. 


Se It is interesting that large parties of persons 
can move across Israel at night without meeting with 
any Israeli patrols. I gather that convoys of contraband 
goods and narcotics move in the opposite direction from 
Hebron to Gaza with Egypt as the ultimate destination of 
the goods. 


4. I am sending copies of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Cairo and lel Aviv and to 
the British Middle Kast Office. 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant. 


oe os Oke er etegag ae Wtneeeees 


The Hight Honourable 
K. Younger, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l. 


ENCLOSUKE IN AMMAN DESPATCH No.4l of 9th May 1950 


bd] Statements taken from Refugees 
from Gaza area 


JAWAD SUBHI EL JAMAL - originally from Jaffa. Moslem. 
Blacksmith, 20 years of age. He arrived from the. refugees 
camp in Rafah. 


At 11.15 hours on the 15th April 1950 the man was brought to 
the Jerusalem.C.1.D. office where he was interrogated. He 
stated as follows: 


"When Jaffa was captured by the Jews, I fled to Lydda and 
remained there till the time when the latter town also was taken 
by the Jews. From Lydda I left for Jericho and after two 
months, during which I could secure no work, I understood that 
my aunt Fatma Ahmad el. Jamal was at wafah and decided to proceed 
there. I travelled to Hebron, Falluja, Majdal, Gaza and 
finally arrived at Kafah. I stayed until about eleven days ago 
when I left for Amman to look for a job." 


In reply.to a question he said no works whatsoever are 
available at Gaza and Rafah, and the rations distributed are 
insufficient. 


To another question he replied: was it not due to the dangers 
of travel there would remain there not a single person. "In 
spite of the great danger encountering the groups leaving 
Gaza for Hebron, people continue to travel to Hebron in big 
numbers. ‘the proof is that I did so together with about 155 
persons between man, woman and child. ‘this is due to the bad 
treatment on the part of the Egyptian army who treat Palestinims 
as if there were enemies - even an enemy would be kinder to his 
enemy. Hatred of the Egyptians increased when they ascertained 
taat the refugees are in favour of the union between Hastern 
Palestine and Jordan.” 


To another question he replied that Egyptians would not allow 
anyone to leave for Jordan. ‘they issued instructions to the 
effect that whoever tried to leave would be shot. "One day we 
formed a caravan and got ready to leave when the sgyptians 
discovered the fact. they asked whether we intended proceeding 
to Amman, but would not believe when we replied in the negative. 
So. they took about forty of us to the office, laid everyone of 
us on the ground and continued beating us until we got unconscious". 


To another question he replied saying "sure and great 
dangers are awaited on the way, in spite of which ppople prefer 
to be met by the Jews rather,than by the Egyptians. The 
economical situation is extremely bad, commodities are very high 
and sale and purchase are paralysed due to kack of works". 


ALI AHMAD MUGHRABI, from Salama village. lioslem. Foundry labourer 
aged 18 years. Arrived from Ibreij refugees camp. 


He stated:"ffhen the Jews captured Salama, I left for Lydda 
where I stayed until the latter town was also taken by the Jews. 
I was taken a prisoner of war from Lydda but was reieased with 
others at Jerusalem about a yea ago. My family were staying at 
Gaza so I proceeded there via Hebron. tive days ago I returned to 
Amman in order to seek employment and cash my prisoner of war pay. 
I was one ot a caravan numbering approximately 150 between man, 
woman and child. The reason why people leave Gaza is because of 
the lack of works in addition to the insuifichent rations supplied. 
People continue léaving the area and was it not due to the dangers 
of travel there would remain there not a single person. Although 
I came from Morocco originally, my application for permission to 
return to my native country was refused. ‘ihe Egyptians would not 
allow anyone to leave the area and whoever is arrested while 
intending leaving will be beaten to death and imprisoned.Members of 
the Egyptian Army treat Palestinians very badly; aes proof 

ey 


eg 


they -charge people with spying and after unmerciful beating 
thyow them in prisons." 


IBRAHIM ABED ATTYA KABAL from Jaffa. Moslem. Butcher, aged 
2l years. Arrived from Ibreij refugee camp. 


He stated as-.follows:- 


"Four days prior to the capture of Jaffa-by the Jews 
I left to Gaza and stayed at Ibreij camp. Six days ago I 
returned: here to seek employment. .The group with whom [ 
travelled.consisted of approximately 150 persons. .‘he 
situation in “Vaza is extremely bad... Work_is unobtainable 
and rations supplied are insufficient. Labour required 
by the Egyptian Army is brought from Egypt and they pay them 
little wages not exceeding 150 mils per day. Egyptian Army 
treats the Palestinians: badly.and the words of respect and 
appreciation are not found in its dictionary. For trivial 
reasons an Egyptian soldier will beat to death anyone. I 
will quote one-example. Having decided to return to this 
country, I called on the responsible official to whom. I 
applied for the necessary permission. Without saying any 
Single word he assailed me with blows, saying'\Why do you 
want to leave?. Does this country not suit you?! "7. 


JUMA' YOUSIF ZUOR from Beni isheila, Moslem, 19 years of age, 
arrived from Gaza. 


He stated as follows: 


"when the Jews took over Jaffa, :I left for Gaza. A few 
days ago-I returned here on my way to Amman, in order to seek 
employment, since in Gaza there are no works and the rations 
distributed do not suffice. The Egyptian Army charge the 
people with spying. They beat them unmercifully and throw 
them. in prisons. People wish to leave Gaza at any rate even 
at the cost of their lives. I. assure you that within a short 
time all the refugees will return here owing to the reasons 
stated above and the bad treatment on the -part of the 
Egyptians. the caravan I came with consisted of 150 people 
between man, woman and child. 
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Confidential. 
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Open 


Draft.letter to 


British Legation, 


Beirut. 


2 3MAY 1950 


Sir Henry Knight 


| 
| 
Ef 


May, 1950. 


You will remember that when we had lunch 
with Amr Pasha he mentioned that the Egyptian 
authorities were considering the possibility 
of settling some of the refugees from the 
Gaza strip in Sinai. We have since had 4 
further indication that this is so. 

tevenson, the American Friends representative 
in the Middle Hast called on us on the way to 
the United States, and said that the 
Kgyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom 

Pr ee 
c ~in, terms of finding 


be a number 


of refugees in Sinai, particularly along the 


ME 
coastal strip. ~ We hope that the Agency will 


he had seen recently 


lose no opportunity of encouraging the 
Egyptian authorities in this direction, and 
even of assisting them by undertaking works 
Projects in the area. There has already been 
a considerable movement of refugees from 
Gaza (where work is at present unobtainable, 
and the possibility of works projects extremely 
limited) to Jordan - please see the attached 
copy of Despatch No.41 from Amman This 
movement will inevitably increase as works 
projects get under way in Jordan, and Jordan's 
already overwhelming difficulties will be 
added to. 

If anything comes of this Sinai project, 
it would of course be very useful to the Agency 


to have the services of Hammersley, who, as 


/you 


know, would welcome an opportunity of working 
with the Agéncy. 
I am sending copies if this letter (withovl 
as 


the enclosureg) to the Chancery at Cairo, 


Amman, awé Tel Aviv. & Bileo. 


Me 
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British Legation, 
Tel Aviv. 


(1821/33/50 ) 26th May, 1950. 


Confidential. 


Dear Department, 


In paragraph 3 of Amman despatch No. Li of May 9th 
it wes suggested that the passage of large parties of Arab 
refugees from the Gaza area to Hebron across Israel territory 
was taking place without observation by Israel patrols. 


2. Actually, the Israelis are perfectly aware of 
what has been happening. For one thing, Arab publicity has 
been echoed in the 1tsrael press. On the 16th April several 
Israel newspapers reported that according to a broadcast from 
the Ramallah radio station a large group of Arabs (numbering 
135 or 150) had crossed by this route, travelling by night and 
hiding by day: their journey was said to have lasted five days 
and to have been undertaken owing to Egyptian terrorism. One 
paper also quoted the Arabic newspaper "“Ad=-Difa'a' to the 
effect that in the past week two other caravans of 130 persons 
had arrived in Hebron. But apart from this, there is reason to 
believe that the passage of such large convoys was actually 
observed at the time by the Israel authorities, who preferred 
to turn the blind eye. 


3. Patrols are on the look-out for marauders, 
infiltrees and smugglers and are often engaged in clashes with 
them in the Negev. Small parties may occasionally get through, 
but large caravans of men, women and children on the trek for 
several days are hardly likely to escape notice. Certain caves 
outside Faluja are pginted to as the place where the migrating 
Arabs spend their first day in hiding before moving on the next 
night. It is suggested here that Radio Ramallah broadcast news 
of this traffic in order to provoke the Israelis to take steps 
to put a stop to it, since the number of refugees arriving had 
become so great as to be embarrassing to the Jordan authorities. 
According to a usually reliable source, several thousand persons 
have already crossed over. 


4. Last October an arrangement was made between 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt for the passage of displaced Arab 
civilians from Gaza to Hebron and vice versa through Israel 
territory. As a result, at least one large convoy of lorries 
was driven through each way in November-December. There is no 
reason to think that Israel would object in principle to this 
occasionally happening under international auspices. 


5. We are copying this letter to Cairo, Amman and 
the British Middle East Office, 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY . . 


o 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON. 
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- SPECTATOR. 
Cutting dated.......... i 6 JUN 1950 pmo Suen nIS ee lO: 


Illegal Immigration 


Ever since the fighting in Palestine stopped there has been a J 
steady trickle of Arab refugees crossing the frontier between Jordan © 
and Israel in the endeavour to return to their own homes, So 
persistent has been this flow that in the past year the Arab popula- 


tion of Israel has, it is estimated, more than doubled, and is now 
perhaps as high as 200,000. These returning refugees are not 
welcomed by the Israeli Government, and in the past week a good 
deal has been heard of some of the more unsavoury means which 
are being used to head them off. It is now known that a large 
party of Arabs who had slipped across the frontier were rounded 
up by Israeli officials and driven in trucks to the southern wilderness, 
where they were discharged in the desolate region of the Wadi 
Araba. Many of them died of hunger and thirst, and survivors 
allege that in the course of their expulsion violence and even torture 
were used on them. Unfortunately, there is no reason to suppose 
that these stories are untrue. The Israeli frontier force has for 
some time been doing its best to check clandestine movement across 
the frontier, and apparently believes that terrorism is the most effec- 
tive deterrent. It would be reassuring to learn that these activities 
were carried out without the knowledge or approval of the Israeli 
Government, but in the absence of any denial the presumption is 
that the policy ef violent expulsion is an official one. It ought to 
be unnecessary to convince the leaders of Israel that it is impossible 
to prevent the “ illegal” immigration of desperate refugees who are 
trying to reach what they believe to be their rightful home. All 
the moral and political arguments in favour of “ illegal ” immigra- 
tion are to be found in their own speeches and writings during the 
Jast ten years of the mandate. No harm would be done if Mr. Ben 
Gurion re-read some of them today. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
ALEXANDRIA. 


No. 1621/24/50. Sth August, 1950. 
“gla |i 


On August 4th Roushdi Shawa Bey, the Mayor of 
Gaza, called on this Embassy to collect the Warrant for 
his O.B.E.- In conversation with Mr. Barclay about 
conditions in Gaza he expressed his anxiety about the 
future, giving a most alarming account of the numbers 
of refugees in the Gaza area and their conditions. Their 
main diet at the moment was melon and cucumbers, bread 
being the most important scarcity. He said that the one 
thing people wanted now was some kind of settlement of 
their national status. He himself, the local officiels, 
and, he felt, 90% of the local population and refugees 
would express their first preference for the area to be 
incorporated in some way with Transjordan. If this were 
impossible then let it be incorporated with Egypt, but 
Roushdi Shawa made it very clear that he considered this 
to be a very poor second best. There were four or five 
Egyptian officials in Gaza whom he found pretty hopeless 
to deal with. He had come down here to seek the assistance 
of the Egyptian Government in a number of matters. He had 
seen Azzam Pasha, Nosrat Bey, and Haidar Pasha, and none 
of them had been of any help to him at all. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Dear Department, 


Ze He said that the Egyptian Army had greatly 
decreased in the frontiers and Gaza area but that there 
were very strong Jewish forces on the Israel side of the 
frontier. 


De Shawa Bey also said that the so-called 
All-Palestine Arab Government, the Mufti and company, 
had no support in the Gaza area at all, and were hardly 
ever mentioned. 


L, We are sending copies of this letter to the 


Chanceries at Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and to the British 
Middle East Office. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY «Qing . 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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é. BRITISH LECATION, 


BEIRUT. 


(8/4/50) June 5th, 1950. 


My dear Evans, 


With reference to your letter EE 18211/1 
of the 24th May regarding the possibility of settling 
Palestinian Refugees from the Gaza Strip in Sinai, I 
have as yet not been able to gather any further 
information about this. I asked Stewart, who said 
that he was pretty sure that, if we mentioned it to 
the Egyptians the reply would be that preference had 
to be given to the Egyptian cultivator. 


However, when I can find out how the new 
Egyptian Higher Committee for the Palestine Refugees, 
which I mentioned in my letter No.7 of May 30th last, 
will serve as an agency of liaison with us, we may be 
able to consult them. ea 


The Gaza Strip is providing a worse eeuien 
than ever now, and Egypt, I fear, may wish to continue ,_ 
the policy of holding the Gaza refugees as a bargaining 
counter in peace negotiations. I suppose it would not 
be possible to insist on Egypt taking a reasonable 
attitude over the Gaza Refugees as a condition of any 
treaty the United Kinzdom may arrange with Egypt? 


As yet I have no official intimation of this 
Egyptian Higher Committee but as soon as I get any 
we shall probably have a talk with it. 


Trefor Evans, Esq., O-B.i., 
Foreign Office. 
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befipees Geo bis Gaza strip in Sinai. 
Draft. letter We were glad to see from your last report 
Sir Henry Knight.| (No. / a ) that the Egyptian Government 
British Legation 
Beirut are now prepared to go ahead with te works 
project in Gaza and Sinai. 
You may be interested to know that when 
Hamersley was here the other day he gave us some 
particulars of a development scheme in Sinai 
submitted and approved when he was Governor 
of the province. He said that £100,000 was 
in fact voted for the purpose in 1946. The 
scheme involved the construction of a dam in 


fins | 
the Wad@i Arish (whichAd@s, catchment area of 
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10,000 square miles) at a place called Dagiaqa 

on the site of an old Roman dam, and would. have 
resulted in the development of some 200,000 acres 
of good land. These figures were quoted by 
Hamersely from memory but he said he was quite 
sure of them. We have no information here 


as to whether the project was proceeded with, 
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I am sure you will bear in mind that the 
eo et 
services of Hamersely wilh probably be of great 
value to the Agency, ifZandwhen they decide to 
go ahead with projects in Sinai. 
I am afrkad that tkere is absolutely no 
chance of our raising the question of Gaza 
Refugees in any treaty revision talks with the 
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Egyptians. But fortunately the Egyptians are 
y proving co-operative without pressure g.—_—~+ 
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British Consulate General, 


Jerusalem, 


7th June, 1950, 


Dear Eastern Department, 


Please refer to para 3 of Amman Monthly 
Situation Report for May. 


The DIFA'A of 6th June gives an account 
of the tribulations of these people, of which the 
following is a summary: 


"A convoy of 22 persons arrived in 
Hebron yesterday from Gaza, Near Beer- 
sheba they were attacked by Bedouin of 
the Suleiman al Hazzil tribe and robbed 
and surrendered to the Israeli 
authorities. The latter detained Daoud 
Abdul Hamid of Lydda, aged 25, put the 
others into military cars and drove them 
to near Dahriya village from whence they 
were taken by the police to Hebron." 


It would appear that their brother 
Arabs are their worst enemies. 


Incidentally, a number of refugees 
have been returning to this area by aeroplane 
from Egypt. 

We are sending copies of this letter 
Amman and Tel Aviv. 


Yours ever, 


Jerusalem Consulate General. 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London S.W. 1. 
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Advisory Commission, UNRWAPR. 


C/o British Legation, 
Beint. 


(AC 20/7/50) 25th July, 1950. 
Confidential 


Esau y 


fy tama rca 


Your letter EE 18211/3 of the 
21st July regarding Hamersley. 


I shall know better how far 
Egypt is serious over employing refugees 
in Sinai when Kennedy returns from his 
present visit to Cairo. 


I had already suggested Hamersley 
to Kennedy in this connexion, but in view 
of the number of British ex-officials we 
have hadto take on, I could not pressfor 
Hamersley. In any case weshould have to see 
whether he would be a "persona grata" to 
Hgypt. 


I am sorry that we cannot use Gaza 
in connexion with the Treaty with Egypt. 


I hope to see Stevenson on the 28th 
for a flying visit. 


Ww) 


I KN 


( H.F.Knight ) 
T.ieEvans, ESq., O.B.E., 
Foreign Office. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


( BE.18211/5) 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


17th August, 1950. 


> 


v7 


With reference to your letter AC20/7/50 
of July 25th to Mr. Evans, and to paragraph 
4 of your letter No.i7 of August 1st, I 
now enclose two copies sf a paper by Colonel 
Hamersley on the possibilities of developing 
the Wadi Arish, General Kennedy will no 
doubt pass this paper on io the Egyptian 
Authorities if you and he see fit. 


Be I am sending a copy of this letter 
and enclosure to the British Middle Bast 
Office for information. 


(Miss C, Waterlow). 


Sir Henry Knight, K.C,S.I., C.I.£., 
C/o. British Legation, 
BEIRUT. 
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¢ “imide new toe the poeeibilities of develo meant in the 

interior of Ginai, evidenee goes to show thet im angient times 
tah theaght wae deweted te suricuiture in cortain areas in the 
rein oetelment area generally mown oe the Vili Sl Avieh. The 
poonibilities of develo ing these areas will be @ealt with in 
detell later in thie papere Shien 46 te say that many thoueende 
of Valueble meres auuld be oultivated given the stimloun of 
Gover ental baeking em! the necessary Aapia te eetaeblish dam, 
comiiite ond welie 

ering ey governorahip i was partioularly inte: «tea in 
ouch develo ment, but the neeernary backing was not fortheoulng 
fram Caige until 16/4; when interest was taken by the Ooverneent 
im Sined from several pointe of view ~ agriculture being one of 
there 

im that your funie were voted for eurvey work omni the 
working out of levele in ea setmme whieh embraced the harneszing 
of the fico? watera of the Yadi “bp Arigh at temo pointe. ‘This 
work was initiated at o alew tepe by surveyors vant up from 
Caire by the Biaietry of Public forks, “Survey work continued 
throughout 1945 ani i¢ was met until ebout the ent of 1946 
that sericus effort was onde te bring the scheme ea ete, further 
end GunMenee Gonetruetion af dante 

The indtiel scheme was te sonetruct dems on the ancient 
Rosen elites of “2 Seige avi Suefe oni igrigate the lania below 
these deme in the bagin of the Veli & Arish by @ series of conduits. 

The exact etage vhieh these develo mente have resched ia 
not steurately ikmown, but 2¢ 46 known that the Puafe dan wae 
rec netructed and filled in 1947 and thet work hed been put in hand 
on the oelos dame 

tf these works have been pursued ae woe originally 
envissged it is probeble that the lande jying fovn river, «m4 «ll 
the way to the coxst, could be brought weler intensive eul tivation 
at om carly Gate. 


# 


5 
7% waa never contemplated that the cultivation of these 


Jemte ehowla depend solely on irrigetion from the waters held baek 
by tuece dane, but by a combination of such irrigetion ecupled wit 

the nowme samuel reinfell of ebout 6 inches yer annum which 
oecurs between ‘overber ani farch in the form of heavy tomas, in 
good yearn these Landis produce heavy erope in igolated patehes 
eolely fren raimfeli and the coil ia fertile. 

urther gouth ef Celgs ani up the valley of the “adi ol Arish 
om! ite tributaries, there are several creas P1t for eul tivation 
amt the normal >reeedure adosted by the Arabs ia to erreet 
temporary dans ef brushwoed ani mai whieh divert Ploeds fron the 
main ‘edt bed ani irrigete plete of lan? in the neighbourhood 
through chennele cut for the purpese. “heee dauwe oro invariably 
waehed away efter eo prolenged emi heavy flood but they echievo 
thedy purpose by giving te lent one geod soaking which ie enough 
coupled with the rainfall - te erow e goot orop of barley or wheat. 

Such temporary dams ere not rebuilt during the rainy season 
for a accond flooding of the lawi, but are reconatructed during 
the quuaer months et liesure. 

“here are however, two sites on whieh salepermanent “rcs 
have boon in existence for comm yours ami heave proved suceessful. 
These dese cere maintained by fouiiier from 41 righ whe, in 
return for their efforta, oxapted a fee of 25 of the valine of the 
erope grown by those who benefited by thie emmal Tieoding of 
their iente - a not unresscneble return for moneye well spent. 

There ape many areas along the line of the Wadi 1 Arigh ond 
it's tributaries where euch seni-persanent dame gould be sited and 
which would provide irrigetion for ienia whieh up till now have 
littic used. tema of a permanent neture could not be constructed 
at other pleeces then © Seige ami Si Ruafa which, ouing to the 
newrowness of the valley, lend themselves to euch construction. 

™ other sites, “here water ia required to be diverted 
fren the Wadi bed on to the land, the valley is wide oni flat, ant 
the setuel estereourse io lishle te change «fter a heavy 
fieed. in ouch pleces it would be better to errect concret 
wells st interveale escross the »ater couree, in the required 

/ Mi vectionecee 


CP ivcoes %, oxi to fill in these intervals vith brushvoo’ ent aud 
a@ aol when required. “hen net required, these gape would provide 
@ epllivay for sarplus waters and for prevention of silting. 

hen lete rains oocur ~ vareh and April ~ the Arsabo 
secure a goof summer crop of maize and watermelons. ans at 
Soiceted sitea along the vail 2 4righ would ensure such crops 
irrespective of whether there were iste vaing or note 

= have personally inepcetea ané stufiied 41] likely 
iseeslitice sieng the whele eourse of the ati 2 Arigh and 
ail it’s main tributaries end om convineedt that, given sieqate 
funds, a very conaidershle sereege of land equld be uwaefuliy 
Drought unter contra] for the settlesent ef gurplus populations. 
ty gurveyr were carried out eriginaliy in the middie thirties 
befere Jewish enterprise was ¢o sidering similar projects in 
the ‘eneh ¢ a eomtey where the ease shavarteriatieos mointalne 
it is umioretesd that these /ewlch efforte have not met with 
CuIpiele Gueserwe 

chem conaidering the possibilities of herncsaing the 
fleet waters of the “ald 4 Arigh for agriculturs] our voces, 
one cust keep in ming the necessity of sbtaining water for 
Cmaewti¢ use - saxi thie introduces another preblem which is not 
inwusmountablee 

Gpeaging, alee for demestic animeinz, must be taken 
inte commiderat i otte 

Tranepert emi marketing Tecilitice must be carefully 
etiwliode 

@ll theese deteile ove dealt with in sueceoding oarerravhte 
2. Geoepassiog) ant Geologion) 

A brie? Geagription of the country will be of interest 
in considering e plen ef absorbing eurplué populations. 

Simei, for the moet part ae a wilderness of Little use 
other then for strategic puryoses im the defence of dgypt from 
the inete 

fin 
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gg and gan be ewemed up es followsj a) The upper resches of the 


Wadi Sl Apish and down as fer as £1 Rusfa can be supplied by 
shallow wells drewing off subsoil weter and claterns constructed 
ag suitable points. 
bv) The lewer reaches provide 
focilities for drawing artesian water through construction of 
Lore holede 
arene pogsibis to seveleze 
Por purposes ef quick reference, on over-lay map 
is atteched to thia papers Vhie over@lay is taken from, and 
should be used in connection with, the Ordnance Survey mri, 
A@ie, 1 t 2,000,000 sheet 1.56 (Ceire). 
ipeas which could be developed fer agriculturel 
purposes are marked in brown end yellow, oni fail inte two 
a@istinect catagories ~ those depending solely on reainfeli 
and these depending on ertificiel irrigation combined with 
rainfall. 
‘The Siret category marked in brows verticle lings 
comprises lends which lie outelide the bacin of the ‘edi “2 
Awish ~ chiefly in the triangle 62 “rishe-liefa~\jue lnfire 
kn this ares the soil in places closely resembles that of the 
Oega plein in Ue Paleatinee Oreps are entirely dependant on thi 
amount of reinteli precipitated during the winter monthoe 
Heinfall, however, varies from yoar te year, oni 
4@ usually adequate to guarantee good harvests of barley end wheat 
ee ® spring crop, ond maize end wtermelons as cusmer Crepe, but 
in years whon peinfell is light the crops are poore 
Yhese lands, like all lJends in “inel, are the property 
of the Joverment, but femilies have, through the course of yea 
obteined gresing ond cultivation rightse “ost of theae families 
belons te nomads of the Similet ond Terrabin tribes, ond occupy 
their sites only during the ploughing and hervest seesont. A tow 
eedentary arabs from £1 Arish ani Refa, however, rennin permanently 
in the ares in the neighbourhood of Rafe where they have sunk welis, 


end Geveloped fruit and vegetable gardens ae well ae fields 
| /tor 


for tillages 

This triengle, particularly in the North, hes great 
possibilities for further develoyment, but requires organisations 

in the North there is ebundant water underground at 
no great depth, as is evidenced by the results of the few 
enterprising mnetives whe have sunk bore holes in recent years, 
end by the work done during the war by the army, which 
mneintadned « large Ominance Depot et Rafee 

The question of re-ailotment of lends in thie ares is 
not matter of gent difficulty, as the tribal fanilies whe 
have the cultivation rights, es mentioned previowely, only 
cultivete a very anell portion ef the srens over which they cleim 
these rights. 

The develomment eof this ares will primarhly depend 
on oxtent te which water can be obtained from underground 
sources, ami the extent to which the Covermmeent of Seypt is 
wailing to go in the question of lend ro-scttlement. 

Desing my calculations on the situation as I knew it 
up to 1946, I would ostimate thet this area, properly developed, 
could Claim some 12,000 acres of cultivable land, over and sbeve 
thet already developed, end thet given 12 seres te an everace 
femily of & persona, 1000 femilies could be accomodated. 

Turning now te the second entegory — those lends lying 
in the begin ef the jedi “1 Arish, these are merked in yellow 
horizontel iineds 

The e042 is # mixture ef light cley end sand, brought 
down the wadie es silt by periodic fleeding through the eges. 

The tribes which have the cultivetion rights in these 
areas ere very thin on the ground, end only work « very emall 
portion of the lands f1t for cultivation. In fact, owing to 
the inate lesineas of the bedouin, he will only cultivete enough 
fer the barest neeessities of Lifes 

fa 
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@ & Sew sedentary natives from © arish, however, go 
in for sore intense cultivation, and sell their ereps on the 


open markete 
That there ia saple foom for much expansion in 
agriculture in these areas is sbundantiy evident, but this 
@an never be achieved without adequete backing ond a sound 
scheme for auch development. 
The natives, thempeives, being poor end Jacking 
in any idea of producing more then their immedinte needa, 
cannot be expected to de more than they have alroady done on 
their own initiative. 
Ag in the Rafe triangle, here again development 
depends on the extent to which water enn be obteined, both from 
fleod waters in the wadis and from undergrouni, ond the extent 
to which the Government ere willing to tackie the question of 
land re-settlemants: 
A@ Pogeras weter, I propece to tabulate the areas 
from North to Gouth and give a brief outline as te how these 
could be irrigeted and the approximate arende 
de The Valley of te Padi “2 Arish from 1 Deiqm and Ruste Dome 
to the aone 
Irrigation weter for mein crops frem the waters impounded 
by these two dame and fed through conduits and irrigation 
channels. 
Water for domestic purposes and development ef fruit and 
vegetable gardens from artesian water through bere holes 
ena pupa, as referred to in Para 4. 
etimated eres which could be brought under cultivation 
is approximately 30,000 serea. 
Re The Valley of the “adi #1 Apish and tributaries below Marow 
end down to “2 Designee — 
Irrigation from ggmi-permenent dems et sultabie points to 
divert the floods on to the lends required. 
Water for domestic purposes from ghallew wells st points where 
/obtelinabie 


i2 


obisinable and from cisterns as described in fara de 
‘atimated aren whieh eould be brought under cultivation 
is approximately 35,000 acrese 

The Veliey of the Vedi 1 Arish wei tributaries above 
HOPOUW. 

Comlitiona similar to Noe Be 

iotimated eres which coujd be brought under cultivation 
is sppreximestely 10,000 secrete 

The tetal area in this second category which cowld be 
usefully developed is theretere approximately 75,000 acrese 

Toking the arenes eirendy occupied or cultivated ag 
£5,000, thie lesves 60,000 for further development. 

It would be imprudent to attempt any close populating 
of a country where coniitions ore het fully guaranteed, and 
therefore %¢ allett less than 20 sores te « fumdly would not 
be wlede 

Om this basis 8,500 Semilies of an average of 5 persons 
could be acvomodited. 


This then gives us « grand total for both categories of 
5,500 families or approximately 17,600 personse 


6. @paning. 

Cemela, goute and sheep form an important part of the 
economy of all opabe, and therefore when contemploting the 
populating of cemledesert arene, consideration must be civen 
to the all dmportent subject of grasing. 

Unfortunately both camels and goatea are inveterate 
destroyers of vegetable grevth - not co amch because of the 
bulk thay oat, but for the reason that quality takes first 
place. Goats are the voret offenders and will seek out and 
crvep off all young cheete which if left antouched vould develope 
into substential growth. ‘he numbers of animale per family 
vould have te be limited te euch a dogree ean to encure cufficient 

food througheut the your. 
| Generally speaking grasing in any form is confined to the 
wedi beds anti the inramerable oaall watercourses feeding these 
wadise in places these vatereourses are co numerous se to 
give the impression, fram 4 distance, of a plain covered with 
green. in most aproas, however, the country outeide the sain 
wadi beds consiete of gravel plain. 

im years of good general raine the whole country will be 
carpeted with groen which laste omly a few weoke on the olein 
But persists in the wedis for severe] menthe. Such raings, Glao, 
Give an impetus to the innumerable epecies of desert ohrabe which 
grow along the edges of wadi bede, und eff which animale browse 
for the reuainder of the yours 

in youre of light or leeal reine the grating ic peor bat 
eurtieient.  <t Gugh times the Arobe usually aove their animale 
to sreas which have been more fortanate. 

Tf garpeful consideration is paid to the minima nunver 
of animale eseential per family, the country could carry their 
Poqudrenentee 


The areas under review are wali found with nuaner 
well worn camel tragke, “hile sever] fair seter tracks ( apart 
fron thoee shown on the oup) link up with sueh centres ae 
(GGG, Tekh and .oaseinae 

“or purpeces of faclliteting the marketing of crops crown 
in theve areas it would be necessary to orgunice collecting 
econtron ot selected pointe, at is dene now on 4 meall ocale. 
The transport from the land te euch centres would be easdiy 
carried out by cane. 

liveries froa centres te 71 Aarish (haliway) would best 
be carriec out by moter trenspert for whieh good reads al ready 


OxLete 


That there is the possibility of secamsed«ting sone 


3,50 families in the Sootern ~veas of Sinai there ie no doubt. 
jueh & soh@ae, however, will reywuire whole-hearted participation 
vy the “gyptien Government, in the first instanes, and 
eul'ficient fundies ami backing te develope water sapplics, both 
by erection of Gems and canmalising, and by boring and 
erection of pumps ami cieterne. 

The initial impulee to euch a ochene would have to be 
erganised and carried out by 4 selected body of sen. nee 
the sohnese haz Seen launched the fusbers could be substantially 
reduced and the majority of the members poscibly 
fron among the Arsbs thanmselves. 


